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Continuation as a Fishing Region Focused on Fishers:
Case of Oarai Town, Ibaraki Prefecture

HASHIZUME Kosuke, HONDA Hiroki, SAKAMOTO Yuki, ASOU Kouhei,
KOBAYASHI Ai, FENG Jinke, KAWAMURA Kazuki

Keywords : fishers group, small-scale fishery, high-grade fish, fishers  activities, Oarai town

Fishery is declining and restructuring in Japan. This study focuses on fishers to elucidate how
Oarai town continues as a fishing region. In Oarai town, size of fishing boats remained small,
since construction of a fishing port delayed. As a result, traditional small-scale fishery and strong
relationships among fishers have been continued. Fishing households in Oarai town can divide two
groups by their own fishing boats: powered boat users and skiff users. Powered boat users can also
divide by the presence or absence of young fishers in a household: households with young fishers
and households with no young fisher. Skiff users and households with no young fisher have not
been able to secure successors, therefore, the number of fishing households will decrease when the
current fishers retire fishery. On the other hand, these types of fishers can increase when new
people enter fishery.

Fishers can choose fishing grounds freely because there is no fishing region to compete with
Oarai town. Fishing methods mainly chosen are boat seine fishery — mainly catches whitebait
(juvenile sardines) — and gillnet fishery — mainly catches flounders. The former is operated by
powered boat users; the latter is mainly operated by skiff users. Since both focus on high-grade fish
as fishing targets, fishers income is affected by amount of fish or business fluctuations.

To resolve issues about successors and fishers income, fishers in Oarai town are trying to various
activities. Activities by young fishers and fishers' wives are especially remarkable. Young fishers
host fishing experience events, sell directly to customers and transmit information by taking
advantage of the flexible thinking and their vigorousness. Fishers wives sell seafood directly to
customers and run a restaurant, they have attention throughout Japan. These activities support by
Oarai town government and Ibaraki Prefectural Fisheries Experimental Station.

Hence, continuation as a fishing region in Oarai town can point out two factors. First, many
fishers with same goal act cooperatively. Second, fishery in Oarai town is supported economically
and mentally.
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