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Social and economic changes brought from TV anime
"Girls & Panzer" in Oarai, Ibaraki.

- The cases of Onuki shopping street and Magarimatsu shopping street-

ISHIZAKA Megumi, UDA Takuya, MASHITA Michihiro,
KAI Soichiro, ZHOU Yufang, SEKI Takuya, KANNO Midori,
NEMOTO Takuma, MATSUI Keisuke

Keywords : Anime, Pilgrimage, Central urban area, Town revitalization

In Japan, a tourism called pilgrimage has been activated since 2000. Pilgrimage means TV animation fans visiting
the locations that have been carried out location hunting as a stage of the animation, or associated with the
animation or the author, in addition, that has been recognized the values by anime fans. Local residents in those
locations focus on pilgrimage, and they regard TV animation as a resource of the local revitalizations.

This study aims to clarify the social and economic changes that TV animation Girls & Panzer (which called
Garupan) this TV animation regards Oarai as the stage of this anime story, gives in retail stores located in
the center city of Oarai, Ibaraki. In this study, we analyze that time separately before the Great East Japan
Earthquake and TV animation broadcasts later. So, we focus on the changes of the awareness of Garupan and
human relationships with local residents and Garupan fans that managers have had. And, we focus changes of sales
in their stores since anime fan have visited. At that time, in order to consider the location of stores, we focus on
retail stores are located on two shopping streets, Magarimatsu shopping street and Onuki shopping street. In the
Magarimatsu shopping street, many stores are concentrated on the location which appeared on the TV. Therefore
Garupan fans have performed pilgrimage from the period Garupan was broadcasting. The othe hands, Onuki
shopping street hardly appears on TV animation. Stores in this street are dispersed, and Stores of various types of
industry are located. In the wake of efforts attract Garupan fans by Chamber of Commerce and events organized
by Store Association, Garupan fans have begun to visit in this street later than in Magarimatsu shopping street.

After Garupan has been broadcast, many retail stores and restaurants and grocery retailers dealing with snacks
and souvenirs (seafood, alcoholic beverages) have increased the number of visitors. But, there are some cases
stores deal with other commodities have increased the number of visitors and sales. After winning the repeater,
these retailers have maintained more than 20% higher sales than sales before the Great East Japan Earthquake.
Also, the type of industry or location in retails, rarely make differences percentage increase in sales. We consider
such results are caused by that fans have strong awareness of contribution for Oarai, to try purchasing in various
stores regardless industries and purpose to visit to stores.

In addition, understandings about anime fans managers have have turned around, regardless of the presence or
absence of the increase in the number of visitor in their stores. However, the presence or absence of activities on
Garupan of the store, affects the activation of the friendship between managers. It is necessary efforts to not cause
disparities in their friendships between managers.

So, in between the two shopping street, There are differences in the wake of starting to attract activities and
methods to attract Garupan fans visit. However, there are no differences social and economic changes, such as the
above.
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