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Current Situation of Historical Buildings
in Shimodate District, Chikusei City, Ibaraki Prefecture
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This study investigates the present problems regarding the utilization of historical buildings as local
resources by analyzing their spatial pattern and factors affecting their continuing existence or non-
existence. This research focused on Kura-zukuri buildings as historical buildings in Shimodate district
of Chikusei City, located in the western part of Ibaraki Prefecture. There are two types of Kura-zukuri
buildings: the first one is called Mise Gura, which is a traditional warehouse mainly used for wholesale
and retail purposes while the other one is called Souko Gura which is used as a storage of goods and
valuable assets. Both types of Kura-zukuri buildings served as a status symbol in the community.

Two areas were examined in this study: Omachi and Kanaicho districts in Shimodate where
many Kura-zukuri buildings can be found up to now. Both districts were developed in the Edo Era
as commercial areas. Kura-zukuri buildings in Omachi were built during the early Meiji period while
those located in Kanaicho were constructed during the late Meiji period.

More than eighty years after their construction, accompanied by high economic growth and
modernization, some Kura-zukuri buildings had been demolished while others are still being maintained
today by the owners themselves. What is the difference between the demolished Kura-zukuri buildings
and the preserved ones? Field analysis reveals that this could be explained by local characteristics of
the two districts, features of Kura-zukuri buildings, economic reasons, and personal satisfaction of the
owners. Owner’s perceptions and subsequently their decision regarding the conservation or demolition
of their Kura-zukuri buildings were classified into four categories: 1) assertive to conserve; 2) receptive
to conserve; 3) assertive to demolish; and 4) receptive to demolish. Owners who are assertive to
conserve have personal satisfaction by the mere presence of Kura-zukuri buildings, i.e., affection,
status, pride, family inheritance and traditional landscape. Those who are assertive to demolish want
to convert the land to productive usage such as house, parking, or commercial space. On the other
hand, owners who are receptive to conserve or demolish do not find their Kura-zukuri buildings of any
significance, meaning or use in their lives. However, both assertive and receptive owners face financial
burden to either conserve or demolish their respective Kura-zukuri buildings.

“Toki-no-Kai" is the only inhabitant activity working towards the conservation of Kura-zukuri buildings
in Shimodate and exploring its historical value. “Kura-no-machi Network Project’” and registration of
Kura-zukuri buildings as cultural properties are the first step toward understanding their histrical

significant. At this point, however, the fate of Kura-zukuri buildings in Shimodate is uncertain.
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