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Changes of Urban Functions in the Central Commercial
District of Provincial City: An Analysis with a Central Focus on
Transportation Changes in Relations with its Surrounding Cities

NAKAGAWA Sachi, KOIZUMI Asako, SUGAWARA Takashi,
WAN Yi, ZHENG Yingqiu, IKEDA Mariko

This study clarifies the changes of urban functions in the central commercial district such as
functions of commerce, eating, business office, accommodation and amusement through an analysis of
transportation changes between Tsuchiura City and its surrounding cities. The core of commercial
function was found to have moved from Tsuchiura City to neighboring Tsukuba City since 1985 as
the result of the motorization and the urbanization in Tsukuba City. Meanwhile, it was observed that
the stores on shopping street in Tsuchiura City formulated individual market strategies that enable to
attract customers even from a distance in order to continue their business.

On the other hand, it was found out that Tsuchiura City still has strong competitiveness as for
eating and accommodation functions. These functions are based upon the railway station and red-light
district which have operated since Taisho era. Therefore it could be pointed out that these functions
are sustained by historical features of Tsuchiura City.

This study describes the characteristics of central commercial district by analyzing the features of
each urban function and their relations from the macroscopic point of view, taking into account the

historical background.

Keywords: Urban Function, Provincial City, Transportation, Central Commercial District,

Commerce, Shopping Street
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